Harrington Park
PLANNING BOARD
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

Tuesday, July 12, 2022 @ 8:00PM

Chairman Capazzi called the meeting to order at 8:05pm.

Open Public Meeting Act Announcement: In compliance with Chapter 231, Public Law 1975,
adequate notice of this meeting was made. It has been posted on the Bulletin Board in the
Municipal Center. Copies have been mailed to THE RECORD, SUBURBANITE and THE
STAR LEDGER. A copy has been filed with the Borough Clerk and copies have been mailed to
individuals requesting the same.

Pursuant to Governor Murphy’s Executive Orders #107, 108, et. seq., and per the corresponding
guidelines issued by the N.J.D.C.A. Division of Local Government Services, the Regular
meeting of the Borough of Harrington Park Planning Board scheduled for July 12, 2022 at 8:00
p.m. will be conducted remotely from the electronic meeting platform Zoom.us. Members of the
public can join the meeting and participate during the public comment period by joining the
meeting using the Zoom mobile application on a smartphone or tablet, joining the meeting by
laptop with microphone capabilities, or dialing in using a telephone to the Zoom teleconference
system.

Members of the public are advised that the video and audio of the meeting will be recorded and
will be a public record subject to disclosure pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act. The
Borough reserves the right to post the recording of the meeting to its website.

ROLL CALL

Roll Call PRESENT ABSENT
(JC) John CAPAZZI X

(PH) Mayor Paul HOELSCHER X

(AN) Councilman Allan NAPOLITANO X
(PA) Peter ARDITO X

(RM) Richard McLAUGHLIN X

(JB) Jesse BARRAGATO X

(RW) Robert WALDRON X
(PL) Philip Lee (Alternate a) X

Also present:
(CL) Carolyn Lee - Land Use Secretary

MINUTES FOR APPROVAL

April 12, 2022 meeting minutes.

Vote to approve April 12,2022 MOTION | SECOND YES NO ABSTAIN | ABSENT
minutes

Chairman John CAPAZZI

Vice-Chair Peter ARDITO X

ol elke

Mayor Paul HOELSCHER

Councilman Allan NAPOLITANO X




Vote to approve April 12, 2022 MOTION | SECOND YES NO ABSTAIN | ABSENT

minutes

Secretary Richard McLAUGHLIN X X

Member Jesse BARRAGATO

Member Robert WALDRON X

Alternate (a) Philip LEE X

INVOICES FOR APPROVAL

General (May 2022) Price Meese Shulman & D’Armino, P.C $ 255.00

General (April 2022) Price Meese Shulman & D’ Armino, P.C $ 450.00

General (March 2022) Price Meese Shulman & D’ Armino, P.C $ 825.00

Affordable Housing Phillips Preiss Grygiel $ 620.00

Legal Notices (3/3/22 & 3/30/22) North Jersey Media $ 142.20
TOTAL $2,292.20

Vote to approve invoices listed MOTION | SECOND YES NO ABSTAIN | ABSENT

pending availability to funds.

Chairman John CAPAZZI X

Vice-Chair Peter ARDITO X X

Mayor Paul HOELSCHER X

Councilman Allan NAPOLITANO X

Secretary Richard McLAUGHLIN X

Member Jesse BARRAGATO X X

Member Robert WALDRON X

Alternate (a) Philip LEE X

OLD BUSINESS

No old business.

NEW BUSINESS
1. Tree ordinance - update

PA went before the Mayor and Council last month to suggest updates to the tree
ordinance and would like to get a sense of the Planning Board members' thoughts.
Based on the amount of rainfall we are getting, if you do something along the property
line by removing vegetation it can have a detrimental effect on your neighbor's property.

The suggestion is to get a tree removal permit for removing trees (more than a 3” caliper)
or large vegetation within 10ft of the property line.

There was a case on Pascack Avenue where a property’s backyard was clear cut and
caused flooding issues. There may be a property where a 30ft tree could be removed and
the owner is getting flooding in their own yard. There could be detrimental impacts.
Residents have removed trees along the property line and caused flooding in the
neighbor’s property. It’s not possible to replant a tree that size. He would like the
residents to have an awareness of the effect of removing a tree. He doesn't want the
ordinance to be obtrusive and would like it to be best for the neighbors and the town.

PH left the meeting at 8:18 and returned at 8:22pm.




Discussion points included:

Requiring permits may be seen as negative to the residents and may seem
onerous. Depending on the timeframe, the resident may remove the tree without a
permit. Who would enforce the ordinance and what would be the penalty?

What would happen if a tree was damaged by a storm? A picture could be taken.
The tree would be assessed by an expert and verified that the tree is a danger. As
long as there is proof.

How does this compare to the municipalities? Closter has a tree removal
ordinance that limits the number of trees removed in one year. It may be more
important that the location of the tree is more important than the number of trees.
Who would assess the tree removal? Neglia or the Building Department?

The Building Department will need to be well versed in the tree ordinance.

The flooding could be a combination of grading, tree removal and the amount of
rain in the past few years. The recent rainfall is different from 10 years ago.
What would be the criteria to determine which trees can be cut and how is it
determined? Would the engineer determine it?

The current ordinance may not cover a situation where a large area of a property
is clear cut. An ordinance would be ideal for this situation.

The utility companies (O&R) work with the DPW and PA if there is any tree work
done in the area.

Consider having an ordinance relating to the quantity removed and caliper of
trees. The distance from the property line should require some scientific reason.
Modify the existing tree ordinance to include tree removal with grading. A
distance from the property line may be challenged. Work with Neglia with their
experience.

PA will work on the ordinance and pass it along to CL to distribute to the board members.

MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

No members of the public joined the meeting.

ADJOURN
Motion: RM

Second: PA

In favor, all said “aye”. None opposed.
Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.

NEXT SCHEDULED PLANNING BOARD
REGULAR MEETING
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 at 8pm



