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Harrington Park Recreation Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, December 7, 2016 
 

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER  
Meeting called to order by Recreation Commission Chairman at 8:07PM. 
 
Chairman’s Announcement 
In compliance with Chapter 231, Public Law 1975, adequate notice of the scheduled meeting 
was made.  It is posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Center.  Copies have been mailed 
to the BERGEN RECORD, SUBURBANITE, and THE NORTHERN VALLEY PRESS.  A copy has been 
filed with the Borough Clerk, and copies have been mailed to individuals requesting the same. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 
COMMISSION Member PRESENT ABSENT 

Paul Baly X  

Nicole Benasillo  X 

Lynne Cappelmann X  

Charles DeGruccio X  

Megan Dippolito  X 

Brian Fitzgerald (Alternate Chair) X  

Thomas Gleason (Chairman) X  

Also present: 
Joon Chung, Town Council Liaison 
Carolyn Lee, Secretary 

 
3. ITEMS FROM THE PUBLIC 

a. US Sports Institute – John Williams, Tennis program 
Mr. Williams introduced US Sports Institute with the descriptions of programs offered 
for age groups (starting at age 3), methods of teaching children (beginners to 
experienced) and coach selection (Local and UK), training (orientation, CPR) and 
background checks.  US Sports Institutes would provide a Tennis Day to promote tennis 
in the community, online registration, 10% back to the Recreation Commission from 
classes and are fully insured. 
US Sports Institute can provide lessons for 8 weeks (1hr lesson) with a cost of about 
$165.  Summer camps would be Monday to Friday, 9am – 1pm with a cost of about 
$199. 
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They have been working with Closter and Westwood for the past 4-5 years and with 150 
communities in NJ.  They teach many sports in addition to tennis.  They would start 
advertising in January for spring enrollment. 
TO DO: Paul will follow up with US Sports Institute. 

b. Sports Boosters – Scott Litchfield and Charles Summers, registration transition 
Scott and Charles provided a history of Sports Boosters and the people involved.  
Charles maintained the website and registration.  Scott is secretary, 5K director and 
sponsorships.  Gerald Griffin (VP) organized the field sign advertising for steady revenue.  
Sports Boosters raised money that they donate to various town organizations such as 
the library, ambulance corps, etc.  Mary Dunlay is the president.  Scott Weiner and Jeff 
Walker have been managing the 5K and will form a 501c3 called Harrington Park Road 
Runners Association in January.  2 volunteers (Miguel Fernadez and Tom Donnelly) are 
interested in continuing on.  They informed the Recreation Commission that the Sports 
Boosters are winding down.  The concerns are: 
- Website 

o Online registration will not be available in time for spring sports 
o Parents expect a digital registration 
o Accounting procedures will be changed 
o Emails for eblast for each sport will become stagnant or lost 
o There are currently no volunteer to create/maintain websites.  Charles is 

willing to help the volunteers to get started 
o There would need to be 4 volunteers to manage the 4 websites to share the 

emails 
o Cost was undetermined depending on the sport enrollment.  The refunds 

were complicated and difficult administrate. 
o It is possible for the websites to work together with separate accounts, but 

still needs to be determined. 
- There is less face-to-face contact so that there are fewer volunteers. 
- Separate accounts will be required for eash sport association (baseball, softball, 

soccer and basketball) 
- Victoria, an accountant that specializes in 501C3 organizations, is assisting with the 

closing of Sports Boosters and will help disperse the funds and set up the non-profit 
sports organizations properly. 

- They recommend that each sport should have an accountant and an attorney. 
- Charles recommended a sports website provider (League Athletics) that would work 

well with HP setup. 
- Sports Boosters would help with costs to set up a website for the 4 sports. 
- Each of the sports commissioners has been informed, but no plans are confirmed. 
TO DO: Paul will organize a sports commissioner meeting early January. 
TO DO: Joon will ask KJ about accounting for the sports organizations. 

 

4. ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
a. Approval of Minutes (October) 
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Vote to approve October Meeting Minutes 
Motion: Charles 
Second: Lynne 
All in Favor 

b. Commission Positions (Dec.5 to confirm with Mayor) 
The Recreation Commission members who were present confirmed they would 
continue to serve in their positions. 

c. 2017 Meeting Schedule 
(3rd Wednesday of each month at 8pm) 
Jan 18, Feb 15, Mar 15, Apr 19, May 17, Jun 21, Jul 19, Aug 16, Sept 13 (*moved one 
week earlier because of Rosh Hashanah), Oct 18, Nov 15, Dec 12 (*moved one week 
earlier on a Tuesday) 
Town Day will be Saturday, September 9, 2017. 

 

5. UPDATES 
a. Finance and Budget (Tom/Brian) 

KJ provided Tom with detailed reports on the expenses and budget.  The maintenance 
account is the largest part of the budget which was mostly the sprinkler costs.  Money 
was spent on Town Day, but there was revenue from Town Day.   There was revenue for 
the tennis program and tennis badges.  Recreation provided $2,000 for the bathroom 
door project and there were donations for the $5,700 project.  The water bill was large.  
There was neither a large project expense nor large maintenance expenses in 2016. The 
sprinkler maintenance is new and is an extra few thousand dollars that we didn’t have 
previously.  The budget will remain the same for 2017.   

b. Field Requests (Charles) 
i. New Requests 

No new requests. 
ii. Updates 

No updates. 
iii. Muggeo – COI, no forms 

Carolyn asked Mike Rutigliano to get the number of times they used the field.  Mike 
indicated that the field use was only a few times, but would confirm. 

iv. Baseball Invoices 
- Remaining invoice fall 2015 - Apreda Titans ($600) 

c. School Coordination (Lynne) 
- Sports have started and there are no issues. 
- Written Cancellation Policy 

At what point should groups be able to cancel?  The issue is that the school is open 
when no one is using the facilities.  The group must arrange for someone to be in the 
building if the facility usage is cancelled less than 24 hrs in advance. 
TO DO: Lynne will update the Written Cancellation Policy to clarify the deadline for 
cancellation (48/24 hrs before scheduled usage). 
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- New school facility/field usage form.  The school changed the form to increase the 
liability insurance and added accident insurance.  Tom is updating the Recreation 
form.  Tom was in contact with Brian Eifert to determine if Recreation should change 
the field usage forms and have the same requirements as the school’s and if the JIF 
provides enough insurance for the sports that Recreation supports.  
TO DO: Tom will update the Recreation Field Request forms for 2017 

- The school is requesting all the forms from Recreation for 2016 that requested the 
school facilities. 
TO DO: Carolyn will provide school field requests that Recreation received to the HP 
Board of Education 

d. Grants (Nicole/Lynne) 
Joon provided information for Green Acres Grant for the Pondside Dredging.  The grant 
provides 50% matching.  The concern is that Pondside was required to be built for the 
surrounding area.  The borough attorney is investigating if the borough needs to keep 
the pond.  If this is required, then the pond must be dredged.  The pond is not past the 
point considering it wetlands.  Letter of Intent is due in Feb. 2017. 
TO DO: Joon will determine there is a limit to the grant and look for other grants that 
may be more suitable for Pondside. 
The Recreation Commission is planning the walk around town on Sunday, Dec. 11 and 
there may be grants would be applicable for the projects. 

e. Sports Coordination (Paul) 
TO DO: Paul will organize a sports commissioner meeting early January to discuss Sports 
Booster transition. 

f. Town Programs 
i. Rag-a-muffin Parade – review 

The parade was successful with the support of Teens for Tomorrow, the Junior 
Woman’s Club, the Police Department, Fire Department, DPW, HPVAC and the 
Mayor. 

g. Park & Playground Maintenance 
i. Field Maintenance (Brian) 

The walking path can be turned off when the hut doors are sealed.  The basketball 
lights should be off at 9:30PM and completely off at the end of Dec.  The basketball 
lights controls are outside of the hut.  The bathroom doors are locked for the 
season.   
TO DO:  Brian will talk to Mark about dates for the walking path and basketball 
lights to be turned off for the season.   

ii. Pondside (Charles) 
iii. Highland (Lynne) 

Recreation will look at the condition of the batting cage (Field 4) on Dec. 11 during 
the Town Walk Around. 

iv. George street (Paul) 
v. School (Carolyn) 

- The new playground has been moved to another location and is almost 
completed. 
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- Additional mulch on existing playground is required. 
vi. Beechwood (Nicole) 

A new path has been created and a new bench has been made at Beechwood. 
vii. Don Horsey (Tom) 

viii. Columbus (Megan) 
h. Tennis (Paul) 

i. TGA Programs 
TGA has paid the fall invoice of $190.  Carolyn mentioned that there might be an 
interest for adult lessons or a tennis ladder that TGA could organize.   

ii. US Sport Institute 
The HP Recreation Commission is has a 2 year relationship with TGA who is 
currently providing the same service that US Sport Institute would provide to HP 
residents. 

iii. Tennis Badges 
Recreation should start selling badges in 2017 with advertising in the next HP 
Newsletter (Feb 2017) with an explanation about why badges are required.   
Recreation should determine if there is an ordinance to have a badge to use the 
courts in order for the police to enforce.  If a badge is not required, most residents 
will not purchase the badge even if the badge has priority for the courts. 
TO DO: Paul will investigate the cost of tennis badges. 
TO DO: Carolyn will include tennis badge information in the next newsletter. 

iv. Tennis Signage 
Paul has the wording for the signage for review.  Information is needed about 
private instruction. 

v. Tennis Association 
Recreation should put information in the newsletter if anyone is interested in 
starting a Tennis association.  Recreation would set up a meeting and see if anyone 
would show up. 
TO DO: Carolyn will add Tennis Association information in the next newsletter. 

6. PROJECTS  
a. Upper Highland Shed (Brian) 

This is no longer a current project, but will be considered in a 5-year plan. 
b. Bathroom Door/ Bathroom Project (Brian/Joon) 

This project is complete. 
 

7. OTHER ITEMS 
a. Lightning Sirens Test – June 27 at 9:30am 

Joon talked to Rich Wills.  The Pondside battery has been replaced 2 weeks ago and the 
Lower Highland Field strobes will be fixed in 2 weeks when Rich has access to a ladder 
tall enough to reach the lightning equipment. 

b. Merry-go-round alternative – Highland Field 
No update. 

c. HP Rec Soccer/NVSC 
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No update. 
d. Walk Around Town – Project for 2017 (schedule) 

Recreation will meet on December 11, 2016, 1pm at Highland Field to look at a 5 year 
plan for projects. 

e. Boosters Shutdown 
The Recreation Commission would like to see if the Sports Boosters could hire a person 
to maintain the websites for eblasts, registration and accounting. 
Basketball and Summer basketball are Recreation sponsored sports. 
 

8. NEXT MEETING  
Next regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, January 18, 2016 at 8:00PM.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:48pm. 
 


